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Main Street, Moscow, USA
“The Community’s Living Room”
Shopping, visiting, parades, war protests, musical events,
farmer’s markets …
Main Street Moscow has always been the town’s
‘shared space.’ The first platting of the City
of Moscow was done in 1878 …

Main Street was made 80 feet wide but,
by mutual consent of the property owners,
it was agreed to be increased in width to 93
feet. It was due to this foresight that Moscow
has such a nice wide Main Street today …
Homer David, Moscow at the Turn of the Century

C

harles Munson typified the adventurous spirit of “Go West, young man” as he settled in Moscow. Selfeducated and hard-working, he saw Main Street Moscow grow up.

… Main Street Moscow - ‘the early days’
As Moscow pioneer Charles J. Munson rode into Moscow in 1884, he tied up his horse Roman Nose in front of Barton House, one of the town’s earliest hotels. Looking up and down Main
Street, the 19-year-old farm boy from Indiana saw a town ready to supply his needs. A saddle
shop, banks, food markets, a drug store, a dental office – these and many other enterprises lined
the frontier town’s dusty main thoroughfare.
Munson grew up with Moscow, joining names like McConnell, Dernham, Kaufmann, Deakin,
Russell, Lieuallen, Maguire and MacGregor, as the town prospered. When the first train rolled
into Moscow September 23, 1885, Munson watched 10,000 hearty souls welcome the railroad.
Cannons blasted, church bells rang out and townspeople cheered. Moscow was on the map…and
so was its Main Street, which was finally paved in 1912.
Moscow’s first permanent brick buildings went up in 1885, and the construction boom kicked
into high gear in 1891, as impressive structures took shape on Main Street. But by 1893, the area’s harvest failure and the worldwide depression put a crimp in Moscow’s enthusiasm for growth.
Banks failed, department stores closed, hotels and eateries folded, and Main Street seemed like
a morgue.
In his book Westward to Paradise, Munson chronicled Moscow’s early development. Some
days he saw men sitting on benches smoking cigars after closing business deals, while country
women earned spending money hauling eggs and cream to town each Saturday. Munson also
watched some working men squander their hard-earned wages at the town’s many saloons, such
as the Mammoth, which had its red light district on the back alley. As cops rounded up deadbeats
and hauled them before a judge, those that couldn’t pay their fines were anchored to ball and
chain and paraded down Main Street.
However, if Munson discovered the prisoners to be
seasoned woodchoppers, he’d pay their fines and outfit them with tools and grub, employing them
in his wood gathering enterprise. Seeing opportunity is how Charles Munson grew a business; in
time, he became an Idaho legislator and eventually the first State Lands Commissioner.

While Moscow’s Main Street matured much like other western frontier
towns, its stature was enhanced when the town was chosen as the site for the
new state university in 1889. Statehood followed in 1890, and handsome brick
buildings from the 1890s were joined by another building boom around 1912,
with a third minor expansion in the 1950s. Today many of the same buildings
have been re-purposed several times, giving Moscow’s Main Street a legacy
that continues to redefine itself. The fine wide Main Street Homer David described in his memoir still boasts a vibrant collection of shops, eateries and
civic activities, including the state’s oldest farmer’s market.

All photos this page courtesy of the Latah County Historical Society
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In 1908, Moscow became a “dry town.” Previously, the downtown area
had sported well over a dozen taverns, but the new ordinance changed
that. Of a total of 1,206 voters, 814 voted for prohibition, while 392
voted against. Having heard the voice of the people, the City Council
passed an anti-liquor ordinance that prohibited the sale or donation
of malt liquor but not its manufacture, interestingly. The ordinance also
made it unlawful to drink or be drunk except in one’s own home.

Three Main Street Buildings Singled Out in Archipedia* ...

W

hether you drop by the Garden Lounge for a beer, shoot pool at Mingles, or attend a community
performance at the Kenworthy, you are visiting three of Main Street Moscow’s most historic and noteworthy
buildings, as recognized by Archipedia.

The McConnell Maguire Building
Built by entrepreneurs William McConnell and James Maguire
in 1891, the McConnell Maguire Building at the corner of First and
Main Streets flaunted Moscow’s early-day positive self image, and was
proclaimed a “monument to enterprise” by the Moscow Mirror. The store
anticipated a rosy future for Main Street, as twenty seamstresses churned
out custom clothing, while other departments sold furniture, shoes, fine china
and dry goods. The top floor even boasted an undertaking department.
Yet Moscow’s boom fizzled in 1893 as a crop failure and nationwide
financial panic swept over the land, rendering the opulent McConnell-Maguire an empty tomb. In 1911, Nathaniel Williamson revived the store,
but again, the building fell into limbo in 1919, as Williamson closed up
shop, and the building converted to the Thatuna Apartments. The building
was neglected until Spokane developer Ron Wells purchased and restored
it in the 1980s. Mingles has been the main tenant for several years.

The Moscow Hotel
It was called simply “The Moscow,” and when the Moscow Hotel
opened on April 9, 1892, the Moscow Mirror called it “the finest hotel
in the Northwest outside of Spokane.” The three-story Richardsonian
Romanesque brick building cost just over $35,000 and replaced the
Barton House Hotel, which burned a year earlier. The new hotel’s first
floor featured a cigar store, candy shop, a four-chair barber shop, shoe
shine stand, a bar, and a separate side entrance to the hotel for the
ladies. When the financial panic enveloped Moscow’s Main Street in
1893, The Moscow became one of the victims, as absentee landlords
took over. The building eventually converted to apartments upstairs, with
a variety of restaurants and small businesses operating on the ground
floor over the years. The Garden Lounge, opened in the 1950s, continues
to be a downtown destination for both college students and the locals.

The Kenworthy Theater
In 1908, a rustic wooden shack opened near the present-day
Kenworthy, regaling the locals with vaudeville and new-fangled “moving
pictures,” charging a nickel for matinees and a dime for evening
performances. In 1926, the upgraded Crystal Theater joined Main Street
Moscow, showing silent motion pictures and hosting full stage productions.
As new owner Milburn Kenworthy followed national trends, he updated
the modest 40’ by 90’ block building, creating a Spanish Colonial Revival
style look, and adding a marquee. The new theater could seat 650, and
was again upgraded in 1949 to keep up with demand for movies. But by
1999, national trends reversed as theater attendance declined in favor
of commercial home videos. In 2000, the Kenworthy became a communitycentered venue for regional arts and entertainment, operated by the
Kenworthy Performing Arts Centre, Inc. Built in 1935, the neighboring
NuArt Theater, also a Milburn Kenworthy enterprise, still functions today
under private ownership, hosting community activities.
* Sponsored by the Society of Architectural Historians, Archipedia is an online encyclopedia that has identified 100 significant representative buildings or places in each of 30 states. Detailed accounts of each Idaho
property will be available online in the near future. Moscow Historic Preservation Commission members Wendy McClure and Nels Reese participated in Idaho’s statewide inventory, with Wendy McClure covering the
entries on the McConnell Maguire Building, the Moscow Hotel and the Kenworthy Theater, all part of the Moscow Downtown Historic District.
All photos this page courtesy of Latah County Historical Society
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1893 turned much of that optimism sour and
the grand hotel never recovered fully. By 1937, Moscow’s First Library
the Hotel Moscow was expanded to meet the
needs of a growing university town. As Nicolas
Bode purchased the hotel in 1959, however, the
demand for downtown accommodations had
dwindled, and Bode eventually converted the
upper stories to apartments in 1974.

Moscow’s first library remains a mystery in terms of location, although it
is known that the so-called Women’s Reading Room Society space housed
1,500 books. In 1902, interested members of the community donated
funds, working with the Pleiades Club and Ladies’ Historical Club, to
organize the Moscow Free Library and Reading Room. Located on the
second floor of the Browne Block (pictured adjacent to the McConnellMaguire Building), at the corner of Main and Second streets, the tiny
library had a mere 115 books, and was open two afternoons and two
evenings each week. Moscow eventually opened its new Carnegie library
in 1906. Today the Browne Block houses the Latah County Title Company
on its ground floor, with other professional spaces upstairs.
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Orchid Awards . . .

Once each year the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission presents Orchid Awards to recognize outstanding examples of historic
preservation and stewardship in the community. The award ceremony is being moved indoors this year to facilitate an interactive, illustrated
discussion with the recipients. The public is welcome at the ceremony scheduled for 5:30 PM, October 6, in the Fiske Room of the 1912 Center
at 412 East Third Street. The event will also include a presentation by Commission members Wendy McClure and Nels Reese on some of the
Moscow properties recognized for their architectural significance in the online reference book “Archipedia.”
1. Bookpeople of Moscow at 521
South Main Street for repairing the
clay tiled “roofette” that is part
of the Mission-style facade of the
building and removing the large
wooden sign that had obscured the
Mission-style arch of the doorway.
The hand-carved sign, itself a
historical artifact, will be displayed
inside.

4. Anna and Timothy van
den Broek for significantly
reconstructing their home
and landscaping at
620 East Third Street,
contributing a bright and
welcoming vibe to one
of Moscow’s primary
thoroughfares.

5. Merritt and Alli Decker for repairing
the home they acquired at 315 East
Second Street and removing a huge
accumulation of brush and objects
that had obscured the character of
the house for many years.

2.
Matthew Becker for a major repurposing
of the former Martin’s Auto Service building at
the southwest corner of Second and Washington
Streets into a lively complex of restaurants and
shops.

3. Mary Ann Reese for a front porch
reconstruction that has maintained a
historically consistent aesthetic while
providing a fresh update to the
exterior of her home at 308 South Van
Buren.

(All photos courtesy of Nels Reese)
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6. Alissa Klemencic, Cassie Schierman, and their first and second grade students at the
Palouse Prairie Charter School for an innovative project in which the students toured
historic downtown buildings, studied their evolving uses over time, and drew delightful
sketches of them.

Historic preservation around the county...
The Latah County Historic Preservation Commission (LCHPC) is
taking the final step to add much of Kendrick’s downtown area to the
National Register of Historic Places. A survey was completed in 2014,
confirming that Kendrick’s main business district has many eligible or
contributing buildings, so the Commission will soon hire a contractor
to pull the final nomination together. Meanwhile, a nomination for
the Castle at Juliaetta is in final draft, ready to be processed and
added to the Register. These are especially satisfying achievements
for Kendrick resident and LCHPC Vice-Chair Sharon Harris, who has
worked tirelessly on the museum at the historic Kendrick Grange Hall,
and also co-founded the Juliaetta-Kendrick Heritage Foundation.
“We are also going to be developing walking tours for Deary
and Bovill,” said LCHPC Chair Zach Wnek of the Commission’s other
work. “Soon you will be able to explore these great cities on foot,
learning about the historical context and significance along the way.”
Wnek notes that the Commission is placing special
importance on interpretive signage, as well, and the group
plans to add directional signs for the various cemeteries in
the county. Nearly 20 years ago, the Commission devoted
some amount of its funding to an inventory of many county
cemeteries, and now the addition of signs will make locating
them much easier. LCHPC also came up with signs for various
historic sites countywide that offer QR (“quick read”) codes
that can be scanned with a smart phone so visitors can learn
more about various sites.

The Juliaetta Castle, also known as the A.A.
Adams Home, was built in 1905 by Adams,
who came from Scotland and designed the
castle as his personal residence. It will be
added to the National Register of Historic
Places in the near future. (Photo courtesy of
the Latah County Historical Society)

The Latah County Historic Preservation Commission serves the outlying
communities around Moscow, while the Moscow Historic Preservation
Commission serves the City of Moscow.

Latah County Historic Preservation
Commission Members
The old Abrams Hardware store is being remodeled into a brewery in downtown Kendrick, finding a new use for one of the town’s historic buildings.
Much of the downtown area will be included in a new nomination for the
National Register. (Photo courtesy of Sharon Harris)

Latah County Historic Preservation Commission
The Latah County Historic Preservation Commission (LCHPC) serves the
outlying communities of Latah County, beyond Moscow, which is served
by the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission. The LCHPC seeks to put
historically worthy properties on the National Register of Historic Places.
Meetings are open to the public and are generally held on the fourth
Thursday of each month. Contact Zach Wnek at the Latah County Historical
Society at (208) 882-1004 for further information.

Zach Wnek, Chair
Sharon Harris, Vice-Chair
Sandye Crooks, Secretary
Dorothy Anderson
David Egolf
Roger Falen
Matt Kathanimane
Larry LaBolle
Leslie Sprouse
Luke Sprague, Liaison to the Latah County Board
of Commissioners
Chris Blankenship, Associate County Planner
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How Much Do You Remember About
MAIN STREET MOSCOW?

(All answers can be found in this issue of Preservation Moscow)
1. Moscow’s first downtown library was located in the _____________
Block.
2. The McConnell-Maguire Building was Moscow’s first major
____________.
3. The Hotel ________ was built in place of the Hotel Barton after it
burned.
4. The outdoor gear shop Hyperspud is located where the _______once
was.
5. Moscow’s first movie theater, the Kenworthy, was built by
_____________.
6. New Saint Andrews College occupies the _____________________
Block.
7. As the oldest farmer’s market in the state, Moscow Farmer’s Market
started in _________.
8. Early-day merchants agreed to make Moscow’s Main Street wider than
most at _________ feet.
9. Main Street was paved in _________ and reduced to two lanes in the
_________.
10. The 1908 drinking ordinance made it unlawful to drink or be drunk
except ___________.

Special thanks to Zach Wnek, Curator, Latah County
Historical Society; Erin Stoddart, Director, Special
Collections, University of Idaho; and Kathleen
Burns, Director, Moscow Commission on the Arts, for
contributions of photos and background materials.

Commission Members:

City of Moscow
PO Box 9203
Moscow ID 83843

Wendy McClure, Chair		
D. Nels Reese, Vice Chair
Jack Porter
Pamela Overholtzer
Chris Sokol
Erin Stoddart
Kate Geiger
Taylor Raney
Mike Ray, Liaison to City Planning
Kathryn Bonzo, Liaison to Moscow City Council

The Commission currently has a vacant position. If you are interested in serving
on the Commission, please contact City Staff Liaison Mike Ray (883-7008).

Preservation Moscow is published yearly by the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission to keep local residents updated on
historic preservation and restoration efforts in the community.

Barbara Coyner, Editor ..... Pamela Overholtzer, Graphic Designer
Members of the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission are appointed by the Mayor of Moscow to address Moscow’s historic preservation issues. The Commission works
within the community to identify, preserve and celebrate Moscow’s unique heritage, encouraging citizens to take an active interest in historic preservation projects. Commission
meetings are conducted on the fourth Thursday of each month at 4:30 pm at Moscow City Hall. Contact Mike Ray at (208) 883-7008 for further information.
Answers to quiz: Browne Block; department store; Moscow; Moscow Business College; Milburn Kenworthy; Scattaboe; 1976; 93; 1912, 1980s; in one’s own home.
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