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“All the world’s a stage…”
Shakespeare, “As You Like it”

Top left photo, Carol Ryrie Brink home front
porch, courtesy of Brandy Sullivan.
Top right photo, Day Mansion front porch,
courtesy of Barb Coyner.
Left center photo, musicians at the Moscow
Farmers Market, courtesy of Barb Coyner.

...and Moscow, Idaho always had its share of stages, not all of them basking under
bright theater lights. From early-day wooden sidewalks to the more civilized concrete thoroughfares, from the expansive verandas of the Fort Russell District homes
to the more modest porches around town… yes, even East City Park...Moscow
citizens have acted out their human drama, their culture, religion and politics on
its various stages…

The William J. McConnell Mansion ...

“Its appearance indicates comfort and elegance and we are of the opinion that once it is finished it will be a structure of which
Moscow may be proud.” (Moscow Mirror, August 27, 1886)

William John McConnell, 1839-1925

Born in Michigan in 1839, William John
McConnell heeded the call to “Go West, young
man” when he was 18. His meandering route took
him to California where he mined for gold, rode
the range as a cowboy, and got into banking. In
1862, he relocated to Oregon where he taught
school, and also served one term in the Oregon
State Senate. In 1867, he married Louisa Brown
and their first child Mary was born in Eureka,
California. What looked like wanderlust was
actually the quest for opportunity, as McConnell
farmed, raised cattle, mined for gold, dabbled in
various businesses – and got involved in politics.
He eventually settled in Moscow around 1879,
building his impressive mansion in 1886, and
the elaborate McConnell-Maguire Building at
Main and First Streets in 1891. Serving as Governor of Idaho from 1893 to 1897, McConnell
had a mixed record of business success, and his
wonderful mansion, jeopardized by debt, was
finally sold to Dr. William Adair in 1901. The
McConnell Mansion was put on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1974.

Parlor at the Mansion.

The McConnell Mansion
was donated to Latah County in 1968 by the owner at
the time, Dr. Frederick
Church, a University of
Idaho professor. Since then,
the Latah County Historical Society has overseen
the home, offering tours,
exhibits, rental space for
various events, and several
fun activities, including the
highly popular Ice Cream
Social.

Louisa McConnell and daughters Mary and Ollie in front of the
family home in 1890.

“Dine Through Time” event at the Mansion, 2017.

Viola Guernsey recalled her husband telling her about his four years
living with the Adairs while attending college. Among his “pleasant
memories” was chopping wood and toting it upstairs to keep ELEVEN
wood stoves going!

The spacious mansion occupied a choice city lot, with a terraced garden, and the Queen Anne design McConnell chose
featured Eastlake influences, which was an unusual style for
the area. Foundation work for the home began in July 1886,
with local teams hauling in the rock. Building materials such
as redwood and cedar lumber were shipped in by boat and
wagon from California, while various furnishings were freighted
in from Portland and Spokane. The 12-room mansion intentionally had high ceilings, as well as tall windows and doors,
all to impart an air of grandeur. Once the home was ready,
McConnell’s family arrived on a frosty Christmas Eve via the
Oregon Railroad and Navigation Company train, as life began
anew in Moscow. The new abode was lovely, clearly imparting
an air of success during Idaho’s earliest days of statehood.
A parrot once saved the mansion from destruction by fire. “Polly” – the
McConnell’s pet parrot (who knew all the family members and the family
dog ... by name!) – let out a loud scream when she saw the flames reaching
the ceiling. The family came running in time to put out the blaze!
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Interior, McConnell Mansion. Courtesy
of Shutterkey.

Potlatch 3rd-graders visit to the Mansion.
All photos courtesy of Latah County Historical Society.

... and some of its famous occupants

The McConnell Mansion conveyed a feeling of wealth and prestige in the pioneer town of Moscow. Both original owner William McConnell and
second owner Dr. William Adair raised their families in the mansion. In time, McConnell’s daughter Mary and Adair’s daughter Ione went on to
gain national attention – but in very different ways. No doubt the impressive home influenced each woman, adding rich history to the house, which
now serves as a museum owned by Latah County and operated by the Latah County Historical Society..

Mary “Mamie” McConnell Borah
1870 - 1975

Mary McConnell Borah

It was in front of William McConnell’s mansion
that the dapper young lawyer William Borah first
laid eyes on Mary McConnell and sought an
introduction. Mary seemed preordained to be a
politician’s wife, polishing her hostess skills when
she filled in for her mother Louisa, who declined
to leave Moscow when William McConnell was
elected governor in 1892. Mary married Borah in
1895 and plunged into both the Boise and Washington DC political scenes once Borah was elected
to the Senate in 1907. “Politics was my life,” Mary Modern-day
said in an interview. Indeed, when she returned to
Victorian
Tea Party
Idaho after Borah’s death in 1940, she found Idaho
at the
too tame and moved back to DC to help with war
McConnell
casualties. She died in Oregon at the ripe old age of
Mansion
105. As for her father’s famous mansion, it was sold
to the Adair family in 1901 after the McConnell
family experienced financial setbacks. Although the
McConnell and Adair daughters knew each other,
their lives took distinctly separate paths.

The McConnell Mansion

The McConnell children often staged “circuses” in a large woodshed behind the home. It also served
as their playhouse. Guinea pigs, snakes, dogs, cats, horses and the parrot were among their menagerie… The woodshed eventually burned, causing quite a spectacle in the neighborhood.

Ione Adair
1893 - 1977

One of the afternoon garden parties hosted by the Dr. William Adair family.
Records indicated that 128 people attended the party, circa 1905.

In Timothy Egan’s best seller, The Big Burn, Ione was cast as “Pinkie”
Adair, a tough 25-year-old redhead who homesteaded in the wild
St. Joe country. Her dad, prominent Moscow physician Dr. William
Adair, taught her to shoot and ride a horse (he also allowed her to
keep a pet bear, Birch, at the family home!). Shooting and riding
proved to be great survival skills as Ion homesteaded in the wild St.
Joe backcountry, 30 miles from the remote Milwaukee Road railroad
hub of Avery. When the 1910 fire erupted, she cooked for dozens of
prisoners fighting the inferno, before finally riding the train to safety
in Wallace. Sadly, Ione later was denied her homestead claim when a
government agent determined that people realistically could not live
in the remote area on a year around basis. Returning to Moscow, she
moved into an apartment near the old mansion, serving for a time as
Latah County Treasurer, and also teaching school in Bovill. She lived
to be 94, and like Mary, died in Oregon.
Ione Adair (left) with Carrie McConnell,
younger sister of Mary. Both Carrie and Ione
spent some of their youth in the McConnell
Mansion and remained friends in later years.

Carrie McConnell Bush recalled that early-day streets were solid mud
and sidewalks were wooden. “Women had to hold up their long skirts
and then use knives when they got home to scrape the mud off their legs
and skirt hems.”
All photos courtesy of Latah County Historical Society.

Ione Adair spent time in the backcountry,
practicing her homestead skills on land
she would later forfeit when government
agents deemed the land unsuitable for
year-round occupancy.
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took shape. The community provided many plac
fair grounds and university settings, the park and
at but a few of Moscow’s “stages” and some of i
		
Carol Ryrie Brink Home
			
124 North Polk
The whimsical pink Queen Anne cottage looks like it came straight off the cover of a book of fairy tales. Built by former Moscow mayor Alexander Ryrie in
1893, the house, however, proved to be anything but a magical place for Ryrie’s
daughter and noted author Carol Ryrie Brink. Indeed, if ever there was a person
in Moscow who deserved a starring role in a Greek tragedy, it would Carol, born
in 1895. By her fifth birthday, she watched her father die of consumption. The
following year, her grandfather and town doctor William Watkins was gunned
down by a madman. And then in 1904, Brink’s mother took her own life after
enduring a miserable second marriage to timberman Nat Brown. Carol was sent
to live with her grandmother Caroline Watkins (the role model for Brink’s famous
children’s book, Caddie Woodlawn) and her aunt at their home.
“I was often very lonely as a child, although I had a happy childhood really,”
she said in an interview. “I had to make my own amusement.” As she rode her
pony all over town, she invented stories, many influencing the numerous books
she wrote. “If I had been born into a lively big jolly family, I might not ever
have become a writer.”
In 1909, at age 13, Carol Ryrie met Raymond Brink. Nicknamed “Blinky,”
19-year-old Raymond taught math at the University of Idaho’s prep school, and
rented a room from Carol’s grandmother. As their lives wandered in different
directions, Carol and Raymond kept in touch. In 1918, she graduated from the
University of California at Berkeley, and later that year, the pair married. They
settled in Minnesota, where Raymond remained on faculty at the University of
Minnesota for over 40 years. Carol meanwhile tended the couple’s two children
and wrote several books, among them her children’s classic, Caddie Woodlawn,
which won the Newberry Medal in 1936. In later years, Carol Ryrie Brink often acknowledged that she’d led a happy and fulfilling life in spite of the early
tragedies in Moscow. She died at age 85 in San Diego.
Above: Carol Ryrie Brink pink house photo courtesy of Barbara Coyner. Carol Ryrie Brink portrait photo
courtesy of Latah County Historical Society.

Porches in the Fort Russell Neighborhood Historic District …
When the Fort Russell Neighborhood Historic District was officially recognized on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1980, Moscow’s array of beautiful historic homes gained national
stature. Many of the homes had porches, those semi-public places on which citizens acted out
some of life’s ordinary and important moments. In 2017, the Moscow Historic Preservation
Commission helped expand the boundaries of the Fort Russell Neighborhood Historic District.
Here are some of the inviting porches you might see on a stroll through the neighborhood…

The 191
“Moscow’s Hea

Old Clothes Day, school plays, music programs, debate tourn
was a premier stage in its day. Built in 1912, the stately Classic
then the junior high until 1958, and finally a school annex (
the three-story, 30,000 square foot building fell into neglect
its fate. But diehard preservationists saw a bright future for th
It seemed an impossible goal, but through the 90s and into th
equity, and gave of their own earnings to see the grand old b
Today the proud 1912 Center is run by Moscow non-profi
winter markets, weddings, concerts, conferences and other co
If ever Moscow, Idaho had a center stage, the 1912 Center is

Above: 1912 Center historic photo and “Old Clothes Day’ pictures courtesy of Latah C
courtesy of David Harlan. All other 1912 Center photos courtesy of Jenny Kostroff, Mosc
Below: Porch photos courtesy of Wendy McClure.
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2 Center
art of the Arts”

naments... Any way you slice it, the old Moscow High School
cal Revival building housed the town’s high school until 1939,
(then known as the Whitworth Building) into the 70s. When
in the 1980s, many expected the wrecking ball would deliver
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s it!

County Historical Society and Wendy McClure. Winter night photo of the 1912 Center
cow Heart of the Arts, and Barb Coyner.

Moscow’s Carnegie Library
Featuring the Carol Ryrie
Brink Children’s Library
A graceful curved stairway beckoned
Moscow residents to come and read as
the Carnegie library opened in 1906.
The building was a standout with its
Spanish Mission style, tiled roof, and
elegant arched windows. Not long after
the library opened, the Administration
Building at the University of Idaho
burned, and the campus pressed the
new library into service as a classroom. University classes ran until 3:30 pm, with
the library opening to the public each week day at 4 pm. The handsome building
has undergone a number of additions and renovations over the years. Today, its
front plaza and cozy Carol Ryrie Brink Children’s Library are just two of the inviting spaces that attract kids and adults alike to come and enjoy outdoor activities,
listen to story hour, create a special craft – or just read a good book!
Above: Historic library image courtesy of Latah County Historical Society. Community members gather on the library’s
“front porch” plaza to watch the solar eclipse, courtesy of Chris Sokol, Moscow Public Library.

Teddy Roosevelt addresses
town from a stage made of
wheat...
If any stage epitomized the flavor of
early-day Moscow and the Palouse, it
was the unique stage from which the
President of the United States spoke
during his visit to the Palouse. Homer
David recalls the event in his book,
Moscow at the Turn of the Century:
“In 1911, President Theodore Roosevelt
came to Moscow. He spoke in front of
the new Administration Building, by the
circle drive, where sacks of wheat were
piled high to form a platform for him.
It was quite an occasion, and he gave a
resounding speech.”

Above: President Theodore Roosevelt photo courtesy of
Latah County Historical Society.

Orchid Awards...

The Moscow Historic Preservation Commission presents Orchid Awards annually to recognize outstanding examples of historic preservation and stewardship in the community. This year’s award ceremony
is scheduled for Thursday, September 20, at 5:30 PM in the Great Room of the 1912 Center at 412 East Third Street. The public is cordially invited
to participate in this interactive, illustrated discussion with the recipients. All photos provided by Nels Reese. The 2018 Orchid Award recipients are:

1. St. Mary’s Catholic Church for repairing and restoring its stained-glass
windows at 618 East First Street. They were created in 1939 by a gifted
craftsman from Oregon and are now effectively irreplaceable. Restoration
specialists from Arizona sealed cracked and broken glass pieces, replaced pieces
that could not be repaired, repaired or replaced
the frames, millwork, and leading, and installed
new exterior protective covers. The church,
designed by the prominent architecture firm
Tourtellotte and Hummel, was built in 1930
and is located in the Fort Russell Neighborhood
Historic District.

4. Timothy and Anna Edwards for
notable improvements to their residence at 505 East A Street. These
include window restoration and a new
front porch that restores an important
missing architectural element and social
space while remaining compatible in
style with the home’s historic origins.
The house was built in 1891 and is located in the Fort Russell Neighborhood
Historic District.

2. The University of Idaho for upgrades to the central staircase and
main entrance lobby of its iconic
Administration Building, built in
1909. To preserve key architectural
elements while complying with
current building and accessibility
codes, the University installed new
handrails along with glass panels
to allow the original handrails
to remain in place and visible,
removed industrial-style interior
doors that were installed in the 1990s, and hid electrical conduits within the
walls. The landmark building is individually listed on the National Register
of Historic Places.

3. Colter’s Creek Winery, Inc. for combining high-style contemporary design
with elements of the original 1890 commercial storefront at 215 South Main.
The internationally recognized architect
Paul Herzel designed a complete interior
renovation that exposed the original brick
walls while transforming the formerly dark
interior with contemporary materials, lighting, skylights, and a small courtyard. The
building is part of the Moscow Downtown
Historic District.
5. Louis Fountain for outstanding craftsmanship and creativity in
reconstructing a front porch on the distinctive Mason Cornwall residence at 308 South Hayes Street, now owned by Nels and Joyce Reese.
Fountain is employed by Carlton Builders L.L.C. He worked closely
with Nels Reese in selecting
materials appropriate for the
design, adapted from historic
photographs of the original
porch that was removed in
the early 20th Century. The
residence was built in 1889 by
a prominent Moscow banker
and is individually listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

Quiz: What do you know about the National Register of Historic Places?
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1)

Listing of an historic building or district on the National Register guarantees protection of an historic property or neighborhood.
a. True b. False

2)

Listing on the National Register prevents property owners from altering or adding on to their historic house or building.
a. True b. False

3)

A property owner can demolish a structure listed on the National register without seeking permission,
permission. unless
unlessthe
thedevelopment
developmentproject
projectisissupported
supported
by federal funding.		
a. True b. False

4)

Property owners are required to allow the public access to their National Register property.
a. True b. False

5)

The primary purpose of the National register is to recognize a property’s historic significance.
a. True b. False
										

Answers found opposite
onofbottom
on bottom
Page 7of Page 7

A Tale of Two Porches ...
As historic homes adapted and re-adapted, porches around town came
and went. The following pictorial essay shows two porch redos. The
home on the right, the Mason Cornwall home, featured a porch when
it was built, but then the porch disappeared. Current owners D. Nels
and Joyce Reese are painstakingly restoring the porch to its original design. Meanwhile, the home featured
below shows a porch being added to
the home of Cynthia King at First
and Polk. This porch uses recycled
columns from an historic house in
Oregon.

Photograph of the Cornwall home taken
in 1897 depicting the original front
porch.

Photograph of the Cornwall home taken in 1975
showing how the home looked after the original
front porch had been removed at an earlier date.

A porch using recycled historic columns is
currently being added to this residence on
the corner of Polk and First Streets. Photos
courtesy of Wendy McClure.

Cornwall home in the process of
reconstructing a new front porch to
closely resemble the original. Photos
courtesy of Nels Reese.

Elsewhere in Latah County ...
News from the Latah Preservation Commission
The Latah Preservation Commission (LPC) will complete the listing of the Campbell
House in Troy this September, following the Historic Sites Review Board evaluation. Harry
Campbell built the locally architecturally significant Tudor house in Troy. A cabinet maker
known for his skill, and a landscape artist, as well, Campbell built at least one house in
Moscow. Currently, the LPC is conducting a reconnaissance survey of the Deary downtown
core to prepare for nominations to the National Register in 2020. The LPC will publish
the 2018 Latah County Historic Sites Map in late summer. The map, a reprise of the 1993
map by the same Commission, will include new national register listings, Idaho Century
Farms, cemeteries, and other historic sites. The Commission also adopted a records retention policy in compliance with Idaho Public Records laws and fielded Section 106 requests
from government and private organizations.

The Campbell House in Troy will be added to the National Register
of Historic Places this fall. Photo courtesy of Latah County Historical
Society.

The Latah Preservation Commission (previously The Latah County Historic Preservation Commission) exists to serve the outlying Latah County
communities beyond Moscow, while the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission focuses entirely on the City of Moscow. Both commissions are
sanctioned by the State Office of Historic Preservation as official citizen volunteer groups charged with promoting responsible historic preservation
through nominations to the Historic Register and other activities. Please see the Quiz on the bottom of Page 6 to understand more about the National
Register designations.

Answers to Quiz (Questions found on page 6)
1.

False. Listing on the National Register is considered an honor, but does not otherwise protect an historic property.

2.

False. Listing on the National Register does not place restrictions on a property. An historic building may be remodeled, added on to or even demolished.

3.

True. A property owner may demolish a property without seeking permission unless the development project is supported by federal funds, in which
case a project review is required. For example, when the historic downtown Wallace, Idaho lay in the path of I-90, citizens negotiated with the Federal
Highway Administration to avoid demolition and reroute the freeway, leading to the current elevated highway segment.

4.

False. Listing on the National Register does not place any requirement on property owners.

5.

True. A National Register listing is intended to honor historically significant properties and neighborhoods. Such properties can be associated with famous
individuals, community patterns, architectural styles or other historic aspects, increasing public awareness of such sites.

For more info see: https://history.idaho.gov/national-register-historic-places-faq
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ORCHID AWARD PRESENTATIONS
September 20, 2018
1912 Center
5:30 pm
Special Guest Speaker: Dan Everhart
Architectural Historian, Preservation Idaho

This gathering will celebrate the annual Orchid Award recipients, as well as expansion
of the Ft. Russell Historic District. Come and meet Commission members, Dan Everhart of
Preservation Idaho, State Historic Preservation Office members, and others involved
in the local preservation efforts.
Refreshments will be served.

The Fort Russell Neighborhood Historic District

The 1980 Ft. Russell Historic District perimeter prior to expansion (above left); the newly expanded Ft. Russell Historic District approved in Photo of the original Russell School that burned down in 1912.
2017 for the National Register of Historic Places (above center). Photos courtesy of Mike Ray, Planning Department, City of Moscow.
Photo courtesy of Latah County Historical Society.

Goals and Accomplishments of the Commission. An Update….
Interpretive Sign Project: A multi-year project., this has been a goal of the
Moscow Historic Preservation Commission (MHPC) for 20 years, with first
steps taken in July 2016. The long-term goal is to have interpretive panels in
key locations throughout Moscow’s historic districts. The MHPC will begin
with three institutional buildings: City Hall, the 1912 Center, and the Moscow
Public Library. Look for the new interpretive sign at the 1912 Center later this
summer!
University of Idaho Core Campus National Historic District: The

MHPC has drawn interest from UI administration about promoting the core
of the UI campus as a historic district. Currently many campus buildings are

listed on the National Register of Historic Places, but MHPC makes the case
for a district designation in a March 2018 letter from MHPC Chair Wendy
McClure to UI adminstrators: “A campus district would serve as a tangible educational tool for students, the greater community and out of town visitors as they
learn about an inventory of historic institutional architecture that is unsurpassed
among the state’s universities and colleges...”

Fort Russell Expansion officially a wrap: The Fort Russell Historic District
Expansion Project was officially approved for the National Register of Historic
Places in 2017, and the MHPC will mark the event during the Orchid Awards
presentation on September 20 at the 1912 Center.

Moscow Historic Preservation Commission Members:
Wendy McClure, Chair		
Jack Porter
Sandra Kelly
City of Moscow
PO Box 9203
Moscow ID 83843

D. Nels Reese, Vice Chair
Chris Sokol
Shirin Masoudi
The Commission currently has four vacant positions. If you are interested in serving on the
Commission, please contact Mike Ray (208) 883-7008.
Mike Ray, Liaison to City Planning
Brandy Sullivan, Liaison to Moscow City Council
Preservation Moscow is published annually by the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission to keep local residents
updated on preservation and restoration efforts around the City of Moscow.
Barbara Coyner, Editor ..... Pamela Overholtzer, Graphic Design

Acknowledgments: Acknowledgments: Special thanks to Latah County Historical Society Curator Zach Wnek and Director Dulce Kersting-Lark, Jenny
Kostroff, Director, Moscow Heart of the Arts, Chris Sokol, Moscow Public Library, Brandy Sullivan, Tim Kindkeade, Jack Porter, Wendy McClure, D. Nels
Reese, David Hanlan and Shutterkey, for their generous support with photographs, text and editing. The generous donation of photographs from the LCHS
is especially appreciated. This year LCHS is celebrating its 50th anniversary with a luminaria event on September 30 at East City Park. Contact the LCHS at
(208) 882-1004 for further details.
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