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Bond Election Update

In preparation for the May 21, 2019 bond
election, the City of Moscow is hosting
a series of open houses at the current
police facility. If you can’t make one of the
open houses, additional information and
an overview of the
issues faced in the
existing police facility
can be found on the
City’s website or
by scanning the QR
code to the right.
Listed in this month’s
newsletter are the
most frequently asked
questions about the bond.
Have another question
you’d like answered? Please
give us a call directly at
208-883-7080.
Why not build a Joint City/
County Facility?

While there would be some
features of a joint facility that the
two entities could share, much
of the operations are entirely
separate including dispatch, jail
facilities and more. The City
of Moscow and Latah County
researched a joint facility in
2007. At that time, a County
facility was estimated to need
upwards of 15 acres to include
the additional jail and other
required amenities, while the
City’s facility would require less
than three acres. There are no
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sites large enough within Moscow city limits to
house a joint facility of that size, and housing
Moscow police officers outside the Moscow city
limits is not desirable.
How would this bond impact a school bond?
This bond would not take the place of any
other taxing entity’s ability to propose a bond
measure. Should citizens approve this bond in
May of 2019, any other taxing entity, including
the Moscow School District, Latah County or
others would be able to propose a bond, and
two or more entities may have bonds in place at
the same time. To take advantage of favorable
bond rates, and to lessen the impact to property
owners who may be asked to support bond
measures proposed by other taxing entities, the
City bond will be paid off in ten years.

Moscow Bond Election
Open House
On May 21, 2019, citizens of Moscow will be asked to vote on
a bond measure for the City of Moscow. The election is being
held to ask citizens to approve or deny the City’s taking on
debt to fund a new police station facility and to repurpose the
current station and the Paul Mann Building. Together these
projects will provide a modern and eﬃcient police services
facility for the community and will address additional City
space needs.
Join City of Moscow staﬀ and elected oﬃcials at an open
house at the current police facility. Each open house will
include an overview of the details of the bond, a tour of the
facility, and an opportunity for attendees to ask questions
about the project.

Please join us!

Moscow Police Department
118 E 4th Street
Wednesdays at 5:30 through May 15
Saturdays in May at 8 a.m. or 9 a.m. through May 18
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Will the building be energy efficient &
sustainable?

The building will be constructed to be energy
efficient and environmentally friendly. Design
work to date has been strictly conceptual
including the needs of the facility to identify
and quantify the facility space and functions
necessary to support the efficient and effective
operation of the Police Department. The final
detailed design of the facility will not take place
until the bond is successful, due to the cost of the
formal design process. The formal design process
will include assessment and implementation of
sustainable building design and construction
practices.

What is the cost of the project and what’s
the cost to me?

The cost for this project (including bond financing
fees) totals $9,640,000. As a result of the City’s
excellent financial standing and AA- bond rating,
the projected interest rate the City would receive
for a 10-year bond is 2.21%. The breakdown for
the three phases of the project is $7,887,207 for
the new police facility, $1,555,458 to repair and
remodel the old facility, $132,000 to repair and
remodel the Paul Mann Building, and $118,000
in bond financing fees. The repair and remodel
projects will provide for much-needed office
space for other City services.
The proposed 10-year bond would have an
annual cost to the taxpayer of $85 per year per
$100,000 of taxable valuation. For example, a
home with an assessed valuation of $250,000,
with a $150,000 taxable value after deducting

the $100,000 Idaho State homeowner’s
exemption, would see an annual property tax
increase of $126.86 per year over the ten-year
bond period. It is important to note that the
Latah County Assessor sets the taxable value; it
is not affected by the sale or purchase price of a
home.
The options of 15- and 20-year bond terms were
also considered, but given the higher interest rate
and longer term, there would be an additional $1
million to $2.6 million in interest paid.

Why was the current location chosen?

The City has researched several options over the
past three years to find a location for the police
facility and to address related space needs. The
most feasible and cost-effective option has
been determined to be the construction of a
new police facility, and repair and renovation of
existing facilities.
The City-owned Moscow Recycling Center site
was initially considered as the location for the
new facility; however, the results of a survey
showed that Moscow’s citizens preferred keeping
the Recycling Center in its current location.
Other options given consideration included
purchasing and remodeling existing Moscow
buildings. One such facility was the Federal
Building (currently owned by Gritman Medical
Center); however, the project would have been
cost prohibitive.
The City considered other sites as well, but
availability and suitability were found to be in
short supply. When the Southview Avenue site
became available, it was deemed as ideal given
the City’s space and proximity requirements.

For More Information:

Please visit the City’s website for more
information, call us directly at 208-883-7080, to
ask questions, or to schedule a presentation or
tour of current facilities.
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