Autumn 2019

Orchid Awards...

The Moscow Historic Preservation Commission presents Orchid Awards annually to recognize outstanding examples of historic preservation and stewardship in the community. This year’s award ceremony
is scheduled for Wednesday, November 6, at 5:30 PM in the Great Room of the 1912 Center at 412 East Third Street. The public is cordially invited
to participate in this interactive, illustrated discussion with the recipients. The 2019 Orchid Award recipients are:
Kevin and Lori Clary, owners of the Breakfast Club restaurant at 501
South Main, bought the Old Peking building next door at 505 South Main
and converted it into a second dining room and modernized kitchen for the
Breakfast Club. They refinished
the facade and removed a false
ceiling and sheetrock to expose
old brick and timbers, resulting
in a lighter and well-finished dining space and extending the life
of the building. These buildings
date from around 1903 and 1910
respectively.

The Moscow Volunteer Fire Department replaced the brick facade of the
southern half of the downtown Fire Station at 603 South Main Street. This
building was built in 1954 and closely mimics the northerly building, built
in 1927. The Volunteer Fire Department, as a legal entity separate from the
City of Moscow, owns both buildings. Despite periodic tuck-pointing, the
south building’s facade had come to need complete replacement, and this was
carried out with excellent workmanship and attention to detail.

Brett and Nikki Woodland leased
the former Royal Motor Inn at 120
West Sixth Street from Bethine Kenworthy in 2015. They renamed it the
“Monarch Motel” and embarked on
a multi-year program to make it a
magnet for people to
visit the downtown area.
While largely retaining
the Mid-Century Modern style of the exterior,
they have rebuilt most
of the interiors with an
artistic flair.

Nathan Wilson and Aaron Rench acquired the Nuart Theater at 516 South
Main in 2015 and have implemented
several upgrades, replacing the marquee
and removing some features of the building’s facade that been added since its
construction in 1935. This small theater,
built by Moscow entrepreneur Milburn
Kenworthy, may be Moscow’s only commercial example of the Art Deco style
that was popular in that period.

Original Fire Department building and
detail, above and right; new building
facade and detail, above and left.

Cynthia King’s home at 103 South Polk Street, built in the Queen Anne
style in 1889, is among Moscow’s oldest houses and had seen multiple alterations over the years. She restored the front porch and other features that
had been lost or modified, and she replaced deteriorating wood shake siding
with colorful materials that extended the life of the building and brightened
up the neighborhood.

Davis and Manisha Wilson own the monumental Neoclassical residence at
403 North Polk Street. While making modest exterior changes consistent with
the original design, the Wilsons have dramatically reopened interior spaces
that had been divided up for rental quarters. Originally the house had been
built as a single-family residence for prominent Moscow merchant Charles
Butterfield in 1902.

“Pathways t

Native Cultures gained
recognition for their Appaloosa breed, and they
often joined in area horse
races and parades, such as
the 1916 parade pictured
at Genesee. (Photo courtesy of the Latah County
Historical Society)

There were no fences, no schoolhouses, no churches, no fields
over the rolling hills and through the valley

Lumber mills popped
up around Moscow
soon after settlement.
Pictured is the M.J.
Shields planer mill,
built in 1889. Shields
added a generator,
which used cordwood
to furnish Moscow’s
first electric service.
(Photo courtesy of the Latah County Historical Society)
Mining for gold in the Hoodoo
Mountains drew prospectors to
town for supplies. Other gems and
minerals were mined in the region,
as well. Pictured is an opal mine near
Moscow. (Photo from the Clifford
Ott Collection)

Farming was key to
community growth,
and the Idaho National
Harvester, pictured,
was developed in 1905,
and manufactured in
Moscow. Designed to
deal with the rolling
topography, the combine was pushed rather
than pulled, requiring
literally far less horse
power. (Photo courtesy
of the Latah County
Historical Society)
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Some came to hunt, some to pan for gold, and some to turn white pine
into lumber. Others saw a future in grains, milling, and the development of
farm implements, while others built political careers, ambitious businesses,
opulent homes, and Idaho’s first university. Horse trails, wagon roads and
railroad tracks all seemed to converge at Paradise.
The Palus, Nez Perce and Coeur d’Alene tribes had roamed the area for
generations, hunting and foraging, becoming more mobile as they adopted
horse travel in the 1700’s. White settlers discovered the area in 1871, many
finding the budding settlement a perfect trade center for new mining activities in the nearby Hoodoo mining district. Farmers also came, recognizing
that the fertile soils and abundant moisture promised good grain farming.
Timber beckoned as well, as Moscow’s first sawmill was built in 1881 by
M.C. Moore and Company.

The people are never tired talking of the Paradise country and t
have never seen it. (from An Illustrat

o Paradise …”

of grain, no roads, nothing but the Indian trails that wound
ys … (from An Illustrated History of North Idaho, 1903)

Moscow’s Farmer’s Market
keeps the town’s long-standing agricultural reputation
alive, as producers and thousands of shoppers converge
in downtown Moscow each
Saturday morning in summer. (Photo courtesy of
the Moscow Commission on
the Arts)

Roads such as Highway 95
threaded through forests and
fields as cars replaced horses
and wagons. The advent of
the automobile meant that
Moscow became even more
of a hub, with companion
rail service increasing travel
options. (Photo courtesy of
the Latah County Historical
Society)

Several settlers came from around the country, banking on a bright future
as Paradise was renamed Moscow in 1876. Businessman M.J. Shields hailed
from New York, grain mill operator Mark Miller from Portland, implement
dealer Charles Butterfield from Wisconsin, and Idaho National Harvester
promoter Gainford “Gub” Mix from Nebraska. Mining magnate Jerome Day
journeyed from the California Gold Rush country to Moscow to become
the town’s first millionaire. When the Oregon Railway and Navigation train
rolled into town on September 23, 1885, ten thousand people—from Native Americans, to cowboys, to politicians—gathered to celebrate
the town’s first rail links. The Northern Pacific arrived five years
later. Additionally, the 1889 opening of Idaho’s flagship university
drew students and faculty from around the world, creating even
more pathways to Paradise. Moscow, Idaho, was earning its place
on the map.

Railroads brought more commerce
to town starting with the Oregon
Railway and Navigation’s entrance
in 1885, and the Northern Pacific’s
arrival in 1890. Biking and hiking
trails have taken over the old rail
beds now that the railroads have
left. (Photo courtesy of the Latah
County Historical Society)

they are right, for if there is a better country in the world we
ted History of North Idaho, 1903)
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ORCHID AWARD PRESENTATIONS
Wednesday, November 6, 2019
5:30 PM
The Great Room, 1912 Center
412 East 3rd St., Moscow ID
Guest Speaker: Stephanie Clarkson, University of Idaho Project Architect
Mid-Century Modern Architecture

This gathering will celebrate the annual Orchid Award recipients.
Come and meet Commission members and others involved in the local preservation effort. The public
is cordially invited to participate in this interactive, illustrated discussion with the recipients.
No host dinner and drinks will be available

Orchids ... and More Orchids …
Moscow Historic Preservation Commission members Wendy McClure
and Nels Reese were honored recently with Preservation Idaho’s Cultural
Heritage Preservation Orchid for their work on Archipedia. Additionally,
Nels Reese and wife Joyce Reese, a previous MHPC member, earned a
Heritage Stewardship Orchid for ongoing preservation efforts on their
home, the Cornwall Mansion, built by Moscow pioneer Mason Cornwall
in 1899.

The June 8 Orchids reception at the 1912 Center drew a capacity crowd
that came together to share noteworthy historic preservation projects from
throughout Idaho. Preservation Idaho has been presenting Orchids –and
sometimes Onions – since 1977. Dan Everhart moderated the proceedings
and a presentation by Idaho Smart Growth capped off the reception.
Pictures of 2019 Orchid Award winners can be viewed at https://www.
preservationidaho.org/orchids-onions

Archipedia, initiated by the Society of Architectural Historians, showcases
Idaho’s classic buildings and can be viewed online at https://sah-archipedia.org/essays/ID-01. McClure and Reese were joined by University
of Idaho professors Anne Marshall and Phil Mead in the project.
Preservation Moscow newsletter editor Barbara Coyner also received a
Friends of Preservation Orchid for her 40-year involvement in historic
preservation work.

Left: MHPC members Wendy McClure and
Nels Reese were honored for their work on
Archipedia, along with Anne Marshall and Phil
Mead. Pictured are Nels Reese, Paula Benson of
Preservation Idaho, Anne Marshall (red scarf ),
Phil Mead (w/tie), Wendy McClure (holding
certificate), and Stephanie Clarkson, Preservation
Idaho Board of Directors. (Photo courtesy of
Preservation Idaho)

Left: Nels and Joyce Reese were honored for
their ongoing work on their historic home, the
Cornwall Mansion. Paula Benson of Preservation Right: Barbara Coyner, Preservation Moscow
Idaho presented the Orchid. (Photo courtesy of newsletter editor, was honored for her 40-year
committment to historic preservation work.
Preservation Idaho)
Paula Benson of Preservation Idaho presented
the Orchid. (Photo courtesy of Preservation
Idaho)

Moscow Historic Preservation Commission Members:
Wendy McClure, Chair		
D. Nels Reese
Chris Sokol
City of Moscow
PO Box 9203
Moscow ID 83843

Sandra Kelly, Vice Chair
Jack Porter
Jared Norman
The Commission currently has three vacant positions. If you are interested in serving on the
Commission, please contact Mike Ray (208) 883-7008.
Mike Ray, Liaison to City Planning
Jim Boland, Liaison to Moscow City Council
Preservation Moscow is published annually by the Moscow Historic Preservation Commission to keep local residents
updated on preservation and restoration efforts around the City of Moscow.
Barbara Coyner, Editor ..... Pamela Overholtzer, Graphic Design

Acknowledgments: Special thanks to Latah County Historical Society Curator Zach Wnek and Director Dulce Kersting-Lark for their continued support of

Preservation Moscow. The donations of photographs from the LCHS is especially appreciated. Photos of statewide Orchid Awards are courtesy of Preservation
Idaho. Also thank you to Jack Porter, Wendy McClure, and D. Nels Reese for their able assistance with Orchid photographs and text, as well as input and
editing.
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