VIRGIL PHILLIPS FARM PARK
4709 US Highway 95
160 Acres

Description:
As you head north on Highway 95 leaving the city of
Moscow, about 4 miles north of town on your left are the
primitive hiking trails that lead the local adventurer through
a variety of habitats including forested lands, open fields, and
wetlands. The park includes several intermittent streams and
two ponds. It is home to native Palouse species such as
moose, elk, deer, black bear, and many birds and amphibians,
as well as many research projects. These projects include the
“Monitoring Amphibians on the Palouse” project and Cornell
University’s “The Birdhouse Network Project”.

Amenities:
•
•
•

Covered Picnic Shelters w/BBQ grills - 2
Picnic Tables - 8
Restroom Facilities
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•
•
•
•

Hiking Trails
Orchard
Ponds- 2
Streams

History:
1900:
•

Original farmhouse built on the Virgil Phillips Farm Park. The farm was owned by the
Thomas family.

1917:
•

Paul Marcy took ownership of the land
which would eventually become Virgil
Phillips Farm Park.

1944:
•

Virgil Phillips became the owner of Virgil Phillips Farm Park property.

1960:
•

A pond that was originally constructed by Virgil in 1960 for landscaping and irrigation is
currently being used as an outdoor laboratory at the Virgil Phillips Farm Park site.

1972:
•

Virgil Phillips bequeathed the farm and property in Montana to the City of Moscow “for
the benefit and use of the children of Moscow for recreation purposes.” The Montana
property was later sold for $27,005.00 + 13% interest (the interest went to Helen Phillips’
estate) and $5,401.00 down to Thomas and June Finch.

1973:
•

The City of Moscow took over the Virgil Phillips Farm Park property. From 1973 to
1990, Rowland Hawley leased the property and farmed primarily wheat.

23

1991:
•

From 1991 to 2000, Better Living, Ind., a nonprofit
organization devoted to demonstrating examples of
sustainable agricultural and forestry techniques,
leased the Virgil Phillips Farm Park.

1995:
•

The original farmhouse was removed from the
Virgil Phillips Farm Park property.

2000:
•
•
•

April 19 - Latah County began leasing the Virgil Philips Farm Park property from the
City of Moscow for developing youth recreational programs. This lease agreement lasted
until 2010. The park is currently managed by Latah County Parks and Recreation.
The Virgil Philips Farm Park received a Land and Water Conservation grant not to
exceed $10,000.
The park received a land grant of $19,950 from the U.S. Forest Service for shelters.

2003:
•

2018:
•

September 22, 2003 was named Phillips Farm Day.

New restrooms were
built replacing the
portable restrooms.
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Various:
•

•

This park receives additional support from Idaho Native Plant Society: White Pine
Chapter, Latah County Historical Society, Palouse Audubon Society, Palouse-Clearwater
Environmental Institute, Palouse Discovery Center, Palouse Land Trust, Palouse Prairie
Foundation, AmeriCorps *NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps), and the Hecht
family in memory of Louise Hecht (Kiosk).
The garden on the farm produces crops of potatoes, tomatoes, beans, berries, and other
fine fruits and vegetables. The orchard includes many varieties of fruit trees planted by
Virgil himself that are now considered a valuable heirloom. On the homestead, trees can
be found which include up to three different varieties of apples on one tree.
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Park shelter located at the bottom of parking lot

View of green space at Virgil Phillips Farm Park

Information Kiosk
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View of green space at Virgil Phillips Farm Park

Orchard and Dedication Sign

Pond at Virgil Phillips Farm
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