EAST CITY PARK

Description:

900 East Third Street
7.04 Acres

Moscow’s oldest park is great for leisurely
summer strolls. Mature trees offer shade and relaxation,
and a variety of activities exist in which to participate,
including volleyball, basketball, horeshoes, and playing
with the kids in the playground area. East City Park is
also the home of several major community events,
including the Renaissance Fair, Hemp Festival,
Rendezvous in the Park, Palouse Pride and numerous
summer concerts. The slope of the park forms an
outdoor amphitheater with an outdoor stage. East City
Park is considered one of Moscow’s most utilized and
beautiful parks.

Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Park Shelter – 1
Picnic Tables – 22
Playground (for 2-5 year olds)
Playground (for 5-12 year olds)
Basketball Court
Bike Rack Sets – 5
Park benches – 19
BBQ Grills – 3
ADA Access
iSwing

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Horseshoe Pits – 2
Sand Volleyball Court
Swing Sets
Public Restrooms
Walking Paths
Drinking Fountains – 3
Dog Sanitation Stations -3
Arbor with bench

History:
1882:
•

H.C. Baker, R.H. Barton, E.D. Boyer, Herbert Clark, William Simpson, C.A. Howard,
Charles Moore, and Frank W. and John G. Paine donated land to be used for future park
development of East City Park.
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1891:
•

F.E. Mix and his son, William donated and supervised the selection and planting of the
first park trees. All of the maintenance and park planting of flowers and plants was
conducted by the Women’s Historical Club of Moscow. All flowers and plants were
donated by local community members from their personal gardens.

1904:
•

In 1904, a park commission was formed, and the City passed an ordinance providing for
the care and maintenance of parks and public squares. During this time, East City Park,
originally known as Moscow City Park, was “out in the country.” Fences enclosing the
grounds were erected in order to keep cattle, goats, swine, and other livestock out of the
park. Walking on the grass was also forbidden, except in designated areas.

1923:
•

•

The entrance arch for East City Park was built and dedicated to the soldiers of Latah
County who fought in the Spanish-American War and World War One. The arch was
constructed by the Moscow Chamber of Commerce and Dudley Loomis of the American
Legion, Post No. 6.
The Idaho Doughboy statue, sculpted by Avard T. Fairbanks, shows an American soldier
in World War One. The Idaho Doughboy was dedicated to the memory of soldiers and
sailors of Latah County, Idaho who gave their lives in the World War (1914-1918). Fifty
names are listed on that dedication plaque. Later, names of soldiers who fought in World
War Two were added, 100 in total. Next to the statue are two separate memorials; one for
Korean War and Vietnam War soldiers from Latah County and the other for those who
lost their lives fighting for our country.

1925:
•

A boulder carrying a bronze tablet, which commemorates the
original gift of property for the park and its donors for the park, was
erected in East City Park in 1925.

•

East City Park’s fountain, called the Kaufmann Fountain, was given
by Joel Kaufmann in 1925 to honor his pioneer parents, William
Kaufmann and Bertha Dernham Kaufmann.

Bolder Commemorating Donors
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1930’s:
•

A wading pool was located on the east end of the park from the 1930’s all the way until
the early 60’s.*

1968:
•

January - Moscow City Park was officially given the permanent name of East City Park.

1971:
•

A plaque was placed in the park in honor of Lillian Woodworth. She was the last charter
member of the Historical Club of Moscow. Lillian was a descendant of one of Moscow’s
founding families. She was also very active in the field of historic preservation and wrote
a book on local history in 1983 titled "A Great Good Country: A Guide to Historic
Moscow and Latah County, Idaho". Lillian Woodworth died in Moscow on July 22,
1994.

1972:
•

A new sign welcoming visitors to East City Park was donated to the city by the city’s
Girl Scouts. The sign was constructed by the fathers of the girls.
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1974:
•

East City Park held the first annual Renaissance Fair in Moscow.

1976:
•
•

January - The pathway through East City Park was constructed, but it was not paved until
years later.
June – A basketball court was constructed near the north east corner of the park.

1978:
•

July - Mr. Evan A. Evans, Jr. left a $5,000 donation in his will towards the beautification
of East City Park. Half of this money was used for the planting of new plants in the park.

1980:
•

September - A plaque was ordered to
commemorate the $5,000 donation made by Mr.
Evan A. Evans, Jr. in 1978. This is located next
to the Idaho Doughboy monument.

Located on west side of park

1983:
•

•

In the spring of 1983, Mark Solomon volunteered to build a permanent stage (designed
by Mark Hume) attached to the central restroom building at the park. He also donated the
timbers that form the stage and structure. Much of the wood for this project came from a
dismantled Potlatch lumber mill. The Renaissance Fair gave approximately $500,
providing funds for the concrete for the foundation and the cedar boards for the ceiling.
Volunteers provided the labor for the construction. The stage was a gift from the Moscow
Renaissance Fair to the City of Moscow and all of the people who use and enjoy the park.
The 1983 Renaissance Fair was the first group to use the new stage.
East City Park held the first annual Rendezvous in the Park in Moscow.
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1994:
•

Four bike racks were installed in East City Park, donated by the Renaissance Fair. They
were installed by the City of Moscow and asphalt was
donated by Poe Asphalt.

1995:
•
•

East City Park was rededicated by the Moscow Historic
Preservation Commission.
The East City Park archway went through renovation.

1996:
•

Entrance Arch

East City Park held the first annual Hemp Festival in Moscow.

1999:
•

In the mid-1990s, the stage was extended
beyond the roof to allow for larger musical
and dance groups to perform.

Stage at East City Park

2000:
•

April - The rock drinking fountain on East City Park’s southeast edge was created by
local artist Jim Gale and paid for by Moscow’s Renaissance Fair. Most of the basalt and
granite used to build the sculpture came from areas in a 30-mile radius of Moscow,
including Kendrick, Elk River, Troy, and near Genesee. The slab of granite, forming a
small bench that juts out of one side of the sculpture, came from Moscow Mountain. A
few rocks are also from Flathead Lake in Montana.
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2002:
•
•

February - The East City archway was struck by a car,
causing the City of Moscow to have to rebuild the arch.
May 27 – The East City Park archway was rededicated after
renovation on Memorial Day. It was dedicated to the
soldiers of Latah County who have fought for our country.

2007:
•

Rock Drinking Fountain

A petition was circulated requesting improvements to East City Park’s veteran’s
memorial features of the park, including the Doughboy
statue and surrounding features.
A stone plaque was placed in East City Park for the Ismat
and Mannan Sheikh Community Unity Award. This award
is given biennially in recognition of those who have made a
contribution to the harmony, welfare, diversity, and civic
life of Moscow.

2008:
•

May 26 - The renovations to the Doughboy statue and
surrounding features of East City Park were completed,
including adding a permanent flag pole, and the statue was
rededicated on Memorial Day.

2009:
•

•
•

Doughboy Statue

May 2 & 3 - The stage at East City Park was officially renamed the “Peter Basoa Stage”.
Peter Basoa, a long time and early supporter of the Moscow Renaissance Fair, put in
many years of work with the Fair, including the construction of the stage. Peter was an
enthusiastic supporter of the stage project because he wanted a more professional setting
for music. The stage was dedicated in his honor at the 36th annual Renaissance Fair on
May 2 and 3, 2009.
In 2009, there was a fire at the East City Park restrooms due to an incident of arson. A
budget was arranged to rebuild the restroom by 2013.
American Legion donated flag pole.
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2010:
•

The artistic bike racks that were designed by Nethaniel Ealy were installed for a cost of
$4,000.

2013:
•

The new restroom facility was completed in May, 2013 for $185,948.
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2015:
•

Restrooms before

Restrooms after

A new 2-5 year old playground was installed replacing the old one.

New Playground vs Old Playground

2016:
•

Sidewalk expansion and remodel on the east side of the park made the path wider and
accessible from the street to accommodate ADA requirements.
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2018:
•
•
•
•

ADA access and improvements were
made.
Six new benches were added.
A wheelchair accessible iSwing was
installed using an estimated $3,000 from
donations.
October 11- The iSwing grand opening
took place. It is the first wheelchair
accessible swing to be installed in a City
of Moscow park. The equipment is fully
accessible and can hold up to 2,000
pounds. The iSwing project is the result
of a collaboration between the City of
Moscow Parks and Recreation
Department and Moscow High School’s
Buddy Club.

Moscow High School Senior, Maya Salada swinging for the first time.
Also pictured, Maya’s father Doug Salada
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Various:

Located on South Side of Park

Located on South West Corner of Park

Located on Entrance Arch

Located on Entrance Arch SW Corner of Park

Located on Entrance Arch SW Corner of Park
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Located on West Side of Park

Located on North Side of Park

Located on West Side of Park

Located on North side of park

Located on North Side of Park

Located on South East Corner of Park
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Located on North Side of Park

*If anyone has more information
Located on North Side of Park

Wading Pool
*If anyone has more information regarding the wading pool, please contact the HIRC (208) 883-7084
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