FRIENDSHIP SQUARE

Description:

4th Street and Main Street
0.4 Acres

While shopping in the downtown area, take
a break and rest in this quaint little town square.
Toss a coin in the fountain and make a wish, or let
the children join their friends in the play area.
Every Saturday morning in the summer months,
Friendship Square hosts the annual Farmer’s
Market, including live entertainment.

Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•

Drinking fountain, bottle
filler, dog water fountain
Restroom facility
Benches
Picnic Area
Water Feature

•
•
•
•

Playground (for 5-12 Year
Olds)
Public Access Bulletin
Board
Public clock
Bus Route Accessible

History:
1911:
•

April 6 - A local jewelry store owner located on the corner of 4th St. and Main asked for a
street block to be established. This was probably the start of the “Plaza” and would
eventually become Friendship Square.

1971:
•
•

Friendship Square, originally known as the Downtown Plaza, was simply a bare spot with
benches in the downtown area until the City Council gave the Parks and Recreation
Department authority over use and maintenance of the plaza in 1971.
In October, the first trees for the Downtown Plaza were planted.
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•

November 26 - The name Friendship Square
was given to the downtown plaza area
during a dedication ceremony. To choose the
name, the Moscow Chamber of Commerce
sponsored a park naming contest that drew
over 300 entries. Mrs. Paul Gravelle and
Gerald Marineau both submitted the name
“Friendship Square”, and they split the $25
award.

1976:
•
•

February – Some of the benches in Friendship Square were replaced.
June - Friendship Square’s Farmers’ Market idea was brought to the City Council by the
Moscow Co-Op.

1981:
•

Moscow’s Friendship Square was revitalized through a $1.2 to $1.6 million
“Beautification Plan”. This plan added a fountain, trees, a sidewalk/walkway, and benches
to help highlight the downtown area and draw more people from Jackson and Washington
Streets. With many historical buildings around the square, the City of Moscow felt that it
would be best to make the area inviting.

•

The Farmers’ Market was first located
behind the old post office until Friendship
Square became its home in 1981.

1985:
•

2001:
•

August - City Council debated the
possibility of giving Friendship Square to
the local merchants to maintain because of
a budget crunch. This turnover did not
happen, and the City continued to maintain
the area.

The City decided to take another look at Friendship Square because it had been 20 years
since the last revitalization effort and the square needed updating. A consultant was
brought in for the project.
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2005:
•

A new playground for 5-12 year olds was installed in Friendship Square.

2006:
•

July – The Downtown Bench Program began, and dedicated benches were received and
installed as part of a Beautification Plan. This program added significant seating to
Friendship Square.

2012:
•

A new kiosk was added to replace the old bulletin board of Friendship Square. The new
board has six faces and a roof covering the bulletin board.

•

Farmers’ Market moved from Friendship Square to Main St between 3rd and 6th street.
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2017
•

May 6th – Marks the opening
day for the restroom facility
at Friendship Square

2019:
•

A drinking fountain, bottle filler, and dog water
fountain was installed.

Various:
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Various:

Kiosk

Dedicated Bench

Public Clock
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